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January 30, 2019

The Honorable Members of the Senate of Virginia of the
Hampton Roads and Northern Virginia Regions
P. O. Box 396
Richmond, VA 23218

The Honorable Members of the Virginia House of Delegates of the
Hampton Roads and Northern Virginia Regions
Pocahontas Building
900 E. Main Street
Richmond, VA 23219
RE: Offshore Wind Development Support
Dear Honorable General Assembly Members of Hampton Roads and Northern Virginia:

We write to you in support of efforts to advance the development of offshore wind in Virginia.
Specifically, we ask that you support Governor Northam’s budget proposal to create a Virginia
Office for Offshore Wind within the Department of Mines, Minerals, and Energy to advance
Virginia’s offshore wind interests. The office would serve as a point-of-contact for businesses,
help align industry needs with Virginia’s maritime workforce capabilities, and develop a plan to
achieve the Commonwealth’s offshore wind energy goals.

The proposal to create a Virginia Office for Offshore Wind is one of several recommendations
from a report released by Governor Northam titled, “The Virginia Advantage: The Roadmap for
the Offshore Wind Supply Chain in Virginia”. The “Roadmap” analyzes Virginia’s strategic
position in the emerging U.S. offshore wind industry and provides guidance for the
development of an industrial supply chain to serve East Coast offshore wind projects.
Growth of an East Coast offshore wind industry holds tremendous economic development
potential for the Commonwealth. Experts believe that the East Coast is one of the most
promising areas for offshore wind development in the world. The “Roadmap” estimates that an
East Coast pipeline of projects resulting in 8 gigawatts of installed capacity by 2030 would
support up to 37,000 jobs per year.
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While all of these jobs will not be located in Virginia, the Commonwealth is well-positioned to
compete for jobs in certain sectors of the offshore wind industry. Virginia has a unique
combination of natural advantages unmatched in other states. These include congestion free
navigation with no height restrictions, America’s largest shipbuilding and repair industry and
maritime workforce, unparalleled port infrastructure, a strategic Mid-Atlantic location, and a
pro-business climate.
Creation of an Office for Offshore Wind can also help Virginia attain broader renewable energy
goals. In 2018, Virginia announced its intent to become a national renewable energy leader
though passage of the Grid Transformation and Security Act (GTSA) and development of the
Virginia Energy Plan. The GTSA and Virginia Energy Plan lay the groundwork for developing 5
gigawatts of renewable energy by 2028, including 2 gigawatts from offshore wind. Achievement
of these goals, facilitated by an Offshore Wind Office, will provide energy security and diversity,
remove millions of tons of carbon dioxide pollution from the atmosphere, and power more than
500,000 homes with clean energy.

In consideration of these economic development opportunities and environmental benefits, the
Hampton Roads Planning District Commission and the Northern Virginia Regional Commission
have passed resolutions supporting offshore wind development in Virginia. On behalf of local
elected officials representing over four million Virginians, we urge you to support funding for
the Virginia Office for Offshore Wind and consider other initiatives supporting offshore wind
development as may be proposed.
Sincerely,

Michael J. Hipple, Chairman
Hampton Roads Planning District Commission

Laurie A. DiRocco, Chairman
Northern Virginia Regional Commission

