Thursday, March 25, 2021 - 7:30 p.m.
The next Northern Virginia Regional Commission meeting scheduled for Thursday, March 25, 2021 at 7:30 pm will be held
electronically pursuant to Virginia Code Section 2.2-3708.2(A)(3). All Commission members and staff are participating from remote
locations through a video conference call on Zoom. The video conference can be accessed via Zoom
here: https://zoom.us/j/92371051316?pwd=ZEFaYlRFcVFKcDlJT0lGTTFZKzRyUT09
Meeting ID: 923 7105 1316
Password: 261165
One tap mobile
+13126266799,,92371051316#,,#,261165# US (Chicago)
+19292056099,,92371051316#,,#,261165# US (New York)
Dial by your location
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)
+1 253 215 8782 US
+1 301 715 8592 US
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
Meeting ID: 923 7105 1316
Password: 261165
Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/abwvooKp0
This NVRC meeting does not have a public hearing component, so public comments will not be taken.

AGENDA
1.

CALL TO ORDER - P. David Tarter, Chairman

2.

ROLL CALL

3.

PRESENTATIONS

Report from the Presidents of George Mason University and the Northern Virginia Community
College
Commissioners will receive a briefing from President Gregory Washington and President Anne Kress. Dr.
Washington has been President of GMU since July 1, 2020 and Dr. Kress has been President since January 2020.
Both have taken office during these unprecedented times and challenges related to COVID19, the economy and
a wide range of issues.
Fairfax City Historic Black Cemetery Project
City of Fairfax Wreath Laying Project at the Jermantown Cemetery. Honoring African Americans and the Current
Trustee at this Sacred Site Established in 1868 as a Service Project for Racial Healing. There will be a short

presentation from Mr. Tony Zipfel who is a member of an organization that is promoting racial reconciliation in
the community.

Congressman Gerry Connolly Update on American Rescue Plan – Time Certain 8:30 PM
Congressman Gerry Connolly will provide an update to members on the American Rescue Plan. Now that
the legislation has been adopted and signed into law the various rules and regulations regarding its use will
be developed by the Administration.
4.

ADOPTION OF ACTION ITEMS

Resolution P21-17 – Emergency resolution extension to modify public meeting practices
Since March 12, 2020 when Governor Northam issued a State of Emergency the Commission has held its
meetings virtually. The resolution permits the Commission to continue to meet virtually for an additional six
months under the State of Emergency declared by the Governor.
Recommended Action: Adoption
Resolution P21-18 – Resolution authorizing amendment to Commission by-law regarding
participation in meetings.

remote

Senate Bill 1931 as signed into law by Governor Northam has made changes to the number of meetings that a
member of the Commission can participate in from a remote location. The resolution authorizes the amendment
to the Commission’s by-laws to reflect the new state law. As per the by-laws the amendment will be taken up for
approval/disapproval at the April meeting of the Commission.
Recommended Action: Adoption
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

5.
•
•

Activity Report
Financial Report

6.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

7.

NEW BUSINESS
•
•

Historically Black College University in Northern Virginia – Commissioner
Chapman and Vice Chairman Neville
Community/Military Partnership Update

8.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES FROM THE FEBRUARY 2021 MEETING

9.

ADJOURNMENT

City of Fairfax Wreath Laying Project
Supporting Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Efforts in Fairfax
as well as the One Military One Community Initiative

CITY OF FAIRFAX

ORIGIN OF WREATH LAYING PROJECT AT JERMANTOWN CEMETERY
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

Northern Virginia residents from over 12 different churches (some in the town of Fairfax) formed a racial
reconciliation group in June 2020 to learn from each other and seek ways to engage in community
service/healing projects
Members of the group studied the history of the City of Fairfax during and after Reconstruction to
understand and learn from the past and provide a foundation for positive action in the community
Group members learned about the City’s Racial Equity and Social Justice Committee and their desire to
identify opportunities for growth of and education about equitable practices and policies within all aspects
of Fairfax life
Group members then reached out to Susan Gray, Director and Curator of the Fairfax Museum within the
Office of Historic Resources to discuss possible service projects (e.g., collecting personal stories, telling
stories through art, creating educational brochure for a walking tour of past events)
Susan Gray helped group members connect with representatives of the City and a living trustee for
Jermantown Cemetery, a 1-acre plot established 1868 for Black residents who, due to the harsh
segregationist sentiment during this time period, could not be buried in the town Cemetery near the
courthouse
The group met with the trustee and offered to honor those buried in a wreath laying ceremony on December
19, 2020
The trustee gave permission, wreaths were made, and a ceremony was planned for December 19, 2020

CITY OF FAIRFAX

SUMMARY OF WREATH LAYING CEREMONY, DECEMBER 19, 2020
•

Participants
• Fairfax Town Mayor, David Meyer
• Chap Peterson, State Senator for the 34th District of Virginia
• Members of racial reconciliation group
• Trustee and her son

•

Order of Ceremony
• Opening Remarks
• Prayer and comments from local pastor
• Acapella “There is a Balm in Gilead” Wikipedia
• Laying of over 50 wreaths
• Closing

•

Recognition of Veterans During Wreath Laying
• At least two African American veterans who served in Korea are buried in the cemetery along with
other members of their family
• James A. Harris, United States Marine Corps honored by Marine Veteran Maynard Henry
• Maurice Watson Harris, United States Army honored by Army Veteran Carlton Reid

CITY OF FAIRFAX

STEPS TAKEN AFTER THE CEREMONY
• Shared the wreath laying project at the January 14, 2021 meeting of
the Community, Military, and Federal Facility Partnership of Northern
Virginia as an example of a community project linked to the One
Military, One Community Initiative
- Discussed using the project as a template for the region as a means
of recognizing and honoring African Americans in segregated
cemeteries
- Emphasized opportunities to tell narratives through paintings and
other art forms as well as sharing efforts with historians, museums
- Connected the project with upcoming diversity, equity and
inclusion exhibit with the military at the Workhouse Art Center on
ways art can support racial understanding & healing
• Met with the Office of Historic Resources and City Mayor to identify
additional projects in support of City of Fairfax efforts, e.g.,
- Doing interviews of military
- Telling history by developing city walks
- Teaching others to find their families history
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RESOLUTION
Resolution No. P21-17

PATRON: Robert W. Lazaro. Jr
Executive Director
DATE: March 25, 2021

EMERGENCY RESOLUTION EXTENSION TO MODIFY PUBLIC MEETING PRACTICES AND
PROCEDURES TO ADDRESS CONTINUITY OF OPERATIONS ASSOCIATED WITH PANDEMIC
DISASTER

WHEREAS, on March 12, 2020, Governor Ralph S. Northam issued Executive Order Fifty-One
declaring a state of emergency for the Commonwealth of Virginia arising from the novel Coronavirus
(COVID-19) pandemic;
and WHEREAS, Executive Order Fifty-One acknowledged the existence of a public health emergency
which constitutes a disaster as defined by Virginia Code § 44-146.16 arising from the public health
threat presented by a communicable disease anticipated to spread;
and WHEREAS, Executive Order Fifty-One ordered implementation of the Commonwealth of Virginia
Emergency Operations Plan, activation of the Virginia Emergency Operations Center to provide
assistance to local governments, and authorization for executive branch agencies to waive “any state
requirement or regulation” as appropriate;
and WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, the President of the United States declared a national emergency,
beginning March 1, 2020, in response to the spread of COVID-19;
and WHEREAS, on March 11, 2020, the World Health Organization declared the COVID-19 outbreak
a pandemic;
and WHEREAS, the Northern Virginia Regional Commission finds that COVID-19 constitutes a real
and substantial threat to public health and safety and constitutes a “disaster” as defined by Virginia
Code §44- 146.16 being a “communicable disease of public health threat;”
and WHEREAS, Virginia Code § 2.2-3708.2(A)(3) allows, under certain procedural requirements
including public notice and access, that members of BOARD may convene solely by electronic means
“to address the emergency;”
and WHEREAS, the open public meeting requirements of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act
(“FOIA”) are limited only by a properly claimed exemption provided under that Act or “any other statute;”
and WHEREAS, this emergency resolution extension in response to the disaster caused by the COVID19 pandemic promotes public health, safety and welfare and is consistent with the law of the
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Commonwealth of Virginia, the Constitution of Virginia and the Constitution of the United States of
America.
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED 1. That the COVID-19 pandemic still makes it unsafe to assemble in
one location a quorum for public bodies including NVRC, to conduct meetings in accordance with
normal practices and procedures. 2. That in accordance with Virginia Code § 15.2-1413, and
notwithstanding any contrary provision of law, general or special, the emergency procedures adopted
in Resolution 20-22 on April 23, 2020 and extended in Resolution 21-01 on September 24, 2020,
continue to be in effect to ensure the continuity of operations during this emergency and disaster: a.
Any meeting or activities which require the physical presence of members of NVRC may be held
through real time electronic means (including audio, telephonic, video or other practical electronic
medium) without a quorum physically present in one location; and b. Prior to holding any such electronic
meeting, NVRC shall provide public notice of at least 3 days in advance of the electronic meeting
identifying how the public may participate when scheduled; and c. Any such electronic meeting of NVRC
shall state on its agenda and at the beginning of such meeting that it is being held pursuant to and in
compliance with this resolution; identify NVRC members physically and/or electronically present;
identify the persons responsible for receiving public comment; and identify notice of the opportunities
for the public to access and participate in such electronic meeting; and d. Any such electronic meeting
of NVRC shall be open to electronic participation by the public and closed to in-person participation by
the public; and e. The minutes of all electronic meeting shall conform to the requirements of law, identify
how the meeting was conducted, members participating, and specify what actions were taken at the
meeting. NVRC may approve minutes of an electronic meeting at a subsequent electronic meeting and
shall later approve all such minutes at a regular or special meeting after the emergency and disaster
has ended.
IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED, that the provisions of this Emergency Resolution Extension shall remain
in full force and effect for a period of 6 months, unless amended, rescinded or readopted by the BOARD
in conformity with the notice provisions set forth in Virginia Code §15.2-1427. Nothing in this Emergency
resolution extension shall prohibit NVRC from holding in-person public meetings provided that public
health and safety measures as well as social distancing are taken into consideration.
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RESOLUTION
Resolution No. P21-18

PATRON: Robert W. Lazaro, Jr.
Executive Director
DATE: March 25, 2021
AMENDMENT TO THE BYLAWS OF THE
NORTHERN VIRGINIA REGIONAL COMMISSION

WHEREAS, the Commission has discussed and wishes to consider proposed changes to its Bylaws,
specifically in the following section:
Article VII. Meetings of the Commission, Section 6. Remote Participation Policy; and
WHEREAS, as required by the Commission’s Bylaws, the proposed amendments were provided in writing to
Commissioners at a regular Commission meeting on March 25, 2021, for action at the next regular meeting
scheduled for April 22, 2021;
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Northern Virginia Regional Commission amends its Bylaws as
detailed on Attachment A.

NORTHERN VIRGINIA REGIONAL COMMISSION

MEMORANDUM

TO:

NVRC Commissioners

FROM:

Robert W. Lazaro, Jr., Executive Director

DATE:

March 25, 2021

SUBJECT:

Proposed Bylaws Amendment

At its February 11, 2021 meeting, the Commission directed that a Bylaws amendment be drafted to
incorporate recent updates made by the Virginia General Assembly to the Virginia Freedom of
Information Act.
The attached draft amendment would make the following changes to the Commission’s current
Bylaws:
•

Updates the reference for the section of Virginia Code that sets forth the Virginia Freedom of
Information Act’s provisions on meetings held through electronic communication means, and
incorporates other conforming language to this section of the Code;

•

Adds new language, approved by the General Assembly in 2021 via HB 1931, regarding the
number of meetings for which a member may request remote participation;

•

Adds new language, approved by the General Assembly in 2021 via HB 1931 concerning
allowable reasons for a member’s inability to attend a meeting in person; and

•

Adds new language that recognizes the Commonwealth may adopt laws or budget policies apart
from the Virginia Freedom of Information Act that alter compliance requirements, such as the
2020 Budget Amendment giving public bodies additional latitude in choosing to meet by electronic
communication without a quorum physically assembled.

According to the current Bylaws, proposed amendments must be presented in writing to the
Commission at a regular meeting, but are not subject to a vote until the next Commission meeting.
A majority of all members of the Commission is required to adopt any proposed amendment to the
Bylaws.
A draft Resolution and the proposed amendment follow. Existing Bylaws language proposed for
deletion is struck through; language proposed to be added appears in italics. These items are
provided to fulfill the notice required for Bylaws changes. The Resolution will not be subject to action
until the April Commission meeting.

Attachment A
Resolution P21- Bylaws Amendment
April 22, 2021
ARTICLE VIII. MEETINGS OF THE COMMISSION
Section 6.

Remote Participation Policy

(a)
In accordance with Section 2.2-3708 2.2-3708.2 of the Virginia Code (Freedom of
Information Act), members may participate in a meeting through electronic communication from a
remote location that is not open to the pubic, subject to the following procedural requirements:
1) A physically assembled quorum at one location must be achieved except when the

Governor has declared a state of emergency in accordance with § 44-146.17,
provided that (i) the catastrophic nature of the declared emergency makes it
impracticable or unsafe to assemble a quorum in a single location and (ii) the
purpose of the meeting is to address the emergency;

2) The remote member’s voice must be heard by all at the primary or central meeting
location;
3) The remote member must notify the Chairman of the Commission of his/her intent
to participate remotely on or before the day of the meeting;
4) The nature of the emergency or personal matter must be identified;
5) The member’s remote participation must be approved in advance in accordance
with an approval process adopted by the Commission;
6) The nature of emergency or personal matter, and the remote location must be
recorded in the minutes.
(b)
Remote participation due to an emergency or personal matter is limited to two
meetings per calendar year, or 25% of the meetings of the Commission, whichever is less. held per

calendar year rounded up to the next whole number, whichever is greater.

(c)
Similar provisions shall pertain to individuals with physical disability or other medical
conditions, or if a family member’s medical condition requires the member to provide care for such
family member, thereby preventing the member’s physical attendance, or if the member lives sixty
miles or more from the meeting location.
(d)
Conducting a meeting through “electronic communication means” shall comply with
Virginia Code §2.2-3708 2.2-3708.2 or with another state law or budgetary action that takes

precedence over the Virginia Freedom of Information Act in particular circumstances.

Executive Director’s Report
March 2021

Remembering the Victims of COVID19
NVRC produced a video that was
shared on Comcast and Cox as a PSA
remembering the victims of COVID19
and reminding residents to take steps
to protect themselves from the disease.

Dashboard Upgrade
We updated our data dashboard to
improve its use and appearance on
mobile devices, accessibility and
search engine optimization.

American Rescue Plan in NoVA
The American Rescue Plan passage
results in more than $1 Billion in aid to
NoVA's local governments and public
school divisions.
NVRC coordinated Zoom meetings
with the region's Mayors and
Chairs with Senators Warner and
Kaine just prior to the passage of the
plan and afterward with Congressman
Beyer.
Now that the bill has passed rules as
to its use, etc will be developed.
NoVA's CAOs are working closely
together as the rules are developed.

Energy Efficiency Program/Solarize NoVA
Many thanks to Commissioner Palchik
for sharing information regarding our
energy efficiency work with the Local
Energy Alliance Program in one of her
district e-newsletters. NVRC and LEAP
can help facilitate providing graphics,
information, text, etc regarding this
and our Solarize programs.

SUMMARY OF REVENUE AND EXPENSES
February 28, 2021

CURRENT MONTH

FISCAL YEAR 2021
Cumulative Total
8 months

Adopted
FISCAL YEAR 2021
FINANCIAL PLAN

Actual is:

REVENUE EARNED
Local (50¢) and State Contributions
Local (10¢) Designated Contributions
Local Agreements
State Grants and Contracts
Direct Federal Grants and Contracts
Indirect Federal Grants and Contracts
Shared Facilities Revenue
Other
Interest
Miscellaneous
Total Revenue

$

117,456
19,821
14,477
7,463
16,093
689,789
15,975
51,554
137
-

$

939,646
177,789
266,988
128,469
34,932
2,701,000
125,513
175,538
1,682
-

$

1,409,470
251,505
828,487
204,242
50,441
5,083,482
188,668
206,062
3,000
-

$

932,766

$

4,551,556

$

8,225,357

EXPENSES

lower/(higher) than plan
$
469,823
73,717
561,499
75,773
15,509
2,382,482
63,155
30,524
1,318
$

3,673,801

lower/(higher) than plan

Personnel
Consultants / Contracts
Housekeeping Expenses
Operating Expenses
Duplicating Expenses
Travel and Conference Expenses
Recruit and Development Expenses
Other
Total Expenses

INCOME OVER (UNDER) EXPENSES

$

172,027
653,108
48,802
7,006
2,750
707
334

$

1,371,560
2,498,288
398,135
53,531
11,940
1,751
89
2,298

$

2,278,246
4,763,487
619,621
99,074
49,949
40,388
7,000
5,000

$

906,686
2,265,199
221,486
45,543
38,009
38,637
6,911
2,702

$

884,734

$

4,337,593

$

7,862,765

$

3,525,172

$

48,032

$

213,963

$

362,592

$

148,628

NORTHERN VIRGINIA REGIONAL COMMISSION
Minutes of the Commission Meeting Held Thursday, February 25, 2021 – via Zoom
COMMISSIONERS
(The names of those members present are highlighted.)

Hon. Walter L. Alcorn
Hon. Victor S. Angry
Hon. Andrea O. Bailey
Hon. Elizabeth Bennett-Parker
Hon. Kenny A. Boddye
Hon. Juli E. Briskman
Hon. Kelly Burk
Hon. John T. Chapman
Hon. Linda J. Colbert
Hon. Matt de Ferranti
Hon. Libby Garvey
Hon. Penelope A. Gross
Hon. Pat Herrity
Hon. Rodney L. Lusk
Hon. David Meyer
Hon. Cydny A. Neville, NVRC Vice Chairman
Hon. Sheila A. Olem
Hon. Dalia A. Palchik
Hon. Jeanette Rishell
Hon. Koran T. Saines
Hon. Kathy L. Smith, NVRC Treasurer
Hon. David Tarter, NVRC Chairman
Hon. James R. Walkinshaw
Hon. Mark Wolfe

County of Fairfax
County of Prince William
County of Prince William
City of Alexandria
County of Prince William
County of Loudoun
Town of Leesburg
City of Alexandria
Town of Vienna
County of Arlington
County of Arlington
County of Fairfax
County of Fairfax
County of Fairfax
City of Fairfax
Town of Dumfries
Town of Herndon
County of Fairfax
City of Manassas Park
County of Loudoun
County of Fairfax
City of Falls Church
County of Fairfax
City of Manassas

STAFF PRESENT
Robert Lazaro
Linda M. Tenney
Gina Kesselmann-Smith
Normand Goulet
Jill Kaneff
Dale Medearis
Michelle Simmons
Debbie Spiliotopoulos
Peggy Tadej

Executive Director
Deputy Director
Management Analyst
Environmental Services Director
Regional Demographer
Senior Environmental Planner
Human Services Director
Senior Environmental Planner
Director, Community and Military Partnerships

OTHERS PRESENT
Frank Anderson
Dr. Danny Avula
Susan Baker
Ann Hyslop
Bob Kuhns

Fairfax County
Virginia Department of Health
Go Virginia
Go Virginia
Mead & Hunt
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CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Tarter called the meeting to order at 7:32 p.m.

ROLL CALL

The roll was called and all members present or absent were noted for
the record.

PRESENTATION

COVID-19 Vaccine Update
Commissioners received an update from Dr. Danny Avula of the
Virginia Department of Health who is leading the Commonwealth’s
efforts on the COVID19 vaccination. Dr. Avula provided information
with respect to ongoing efforts to vaccinate residents of the
Commonwealth, supply related issues and other important
information.
Report from Go Virginia Northern Virginia
NVRC serves as the support organization for the Go Virginia Northern
Virginia organization. The Go Virginia Northern Virginia organization
has awarded grants for several projects in the region as a part of this
State initiative. The Commission received a report on that work in
Northern Virginia.

ACTION ITEMS

Commissioner Gross moved approval of the Resolution No. P21-15 –
Authorization to submit a flood education and prevention grant
proposal to the Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation.
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Neville and carried
unanimously.
Background:
The resolution authorizes the Executive Director to submit and sign
an agreement with the Virginia Department of Conservation and
Recreation a grant for $45,000 for furthering a regional flood
education and outreach plan. The 2016 Northern Virginia Hazard
Mitigation Plan update determined that most of the Northern Virginia
jurisdictions have a ‘Highly Likely’ probability of continued flood risk
due to ‘High’ vulnerability to flood hazard.
Commissioner Gross moved approval of the Resolution No. P21-16 –
Authorization to receive funds from the Virginia Department of Health
to perform various technical assistance activities in support of
HIV/AIDS care and prevention. The motion was seconded by
Commissioner Neville and carried unanimously.
Background:
The Virginia Department of Health (VDH) has contracted with NVRC
for the past 30 years to receive and subcontract funds for HIV services
in Suburban Virginia. The types of tasks identified for NVRC staff that
would be performed under contract to VDH are consistent with
NVRC’s role and mission, including grants management, training and
technical assistance, research, program development, and neutral
convener.

EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR’S
REPORT

Mr. Lazaro presented his report to the Commission, which included
the financial report for January 2021 and the following:
•

Increased Funding from the Commonwealth
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o

•

Webinars are Underway
o

o
o

•

Both the Senate and House have passed
amendments to the State budget increasing the
amount of State funding to NVRC and the other
Planning Districts in the Commonwealth by $14,000
each. NVRC's appropriation grows from $151,000 to
$165,000. This is the first increase since 2008 when
it was cut during the Great Recession.

NVRC's free resiliency webinars are now underway.
To date, more than 1,000 people have registered for
NVRC sponsored webinars in less than a 12-month
period.
There are a minimum eight more webinars that are
being worked on that will be offered during 2021. All
the webinars are free, and Commissioners and
others are encouraged to share their availability
across your various communications platforms. The
webinars are taped and then hosted on the
Commission's YouTube channel.

Starting Our Leaning Experiences
o

•

Dr. Dale Medearis of our staff was invited to
participate in an interview with the Jefferson
Educational Society of Erie, Pennsylvania. The
Society is a Think Tank serving the Erie area. Dale
discussed the Commission's successes in our more
than twenty-year partnership with the Stuttgart
Region working with local, regional and state
governments in Germany and what lessons they
could learn by seeking such partnerships for their
region.
Energy Efficiency Program / Solarize NoVA
o

•

Vaccination Dashboard
o

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

Since 2016 more than 7200 families in Northern
Virginia have been helped through energy efficiency
programs sponsored by the utilities and implemented
by the Local Energy Alliance Program and
Community Housing Partners. While our Solarize
campaign will be implemented in April, now is the
time to take the opportunity to reduce your energy
use. These programs are at no cost to the
homeowner based upon income and age limits.
Details at: https://energysmarthomesva.org/incomequalified-programs/.

Jill Kaneff, our regional demographer, has updated
our Regional data dashboard to include information
regarding vaccinations in the region.

Chairman Tarter invited Commissioners to let him or Mr. Lazaro know
of issues Commissioners would like NVRC to address.
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COMMUNITY & MILITARY
PARTNERSHIP COMMITTEE
REPORT

Commissioner Gross invited Commissioners to attend the upcoming
Community and Military Partnership Meeting scheduled to be held
virtually on March 11 at 10 am. It will feature several updates:
•
•

•
•

•

•

OTHER ITEMS

Briefing on the Association of Defense Communities (ADC)
national report on diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI)
Progress report on a video under development by ADC
featuring Northern Virginia’s DEI efforts
o Focused on our partnership with military members,
military families, and veterans
o Highlights of our conversations, listening sessions,
initiatives, and actions
Update by Supervisor Angry on DEI efforts in Prince William
County
Review of our Community, Military, and Federal Facility DEI
Roadmap to include:
o Listening sessions, e.g., EveryMind sponsored
community partnership listening session 4 March
o Listening and learning through art, e.g., Lorton
Workhouse Arts Center Military and the Arts Initiative
(WMAI)
o Community-related service projects, e.g., wreathlaying at Black cemeteries, capturing stories, healing
projects
o Policy-related initiatives
Example: EveryMind - Community Military Partnership
Listening Session
o Focus: Series of Listening Sessions with Military
Members and Their Families to Share Stories and
Experiences
o Tentative Date for first session – March 18, 2021
from 6:00 to 7:30 PM ET
o Bringing together 8 military spouses with
representatives of the community and military
o Session to be facilitated with a Chaplin or Social
Worker on hand for support
o POCs: Peggy Tadej peggy.tadej@novaregion.org.
Aimee
Stoddard
astoddard@every-mind.org,
Program Manager of ServingTogether, a program of
EveryMind
Example: Workhouse arts center
o Announced a Workhouse Military and the Arts
Initiative (WMAI) in partnership with the NVRC and
underscored their call for artwork submissions
o Submissions Jan 20 - March 21, 2021
o The call is open to all branches, veterans, active duty,
retired, reserves, and military caregivers, spouses
and dependents
o Support OMOC initiative to impact change in defense
communities and help create a better place for all
service members and their families to call home
o The exhibition May 12 - August 1, 2021

Commissioner Walkinshaw raised for the commission's consideration
an issue regarding the plastic bag ordinance. In 2020, the General
Assembly passed the legislation allowing localities to adopt a 5 cent
tax on plastic bags in grocery stores, convenience stores, and drug
stores. And the legislation specifically directs the tax commissioner to
develop guidelines. It seems that the tax commissioner has informed
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Fairfax County and possibly other jurisdictions that they do not intend
to adopt those guidelines as the legislation directs until the first locality
drafts and passes an ordinance. Then they would look at that
ordinance and draft guidelines. This is concerning, as having a
uniform set of guidelines for all jurisdictions to look at as they consider
an ordinance would be helpful. Additionally, going through the
process of drafting an ordinance only to have the tax commissioner
issue guidelines that potentially obviate sections of that ordinance
would not be in anybody’s interest. Thus, it would be beneficial, if the
tax commissioner would do what the legislation says, which is drafting
the guidelines, ideally in collaboration with local governments and
then allow the jurisdictions, if they choose, each to pass an ordinance
adopting it. Consequently, Commissioner Walkinshaw suggested to
the Commission to send a letter to Governor Northam asking him to
direct the Department of Tax Administration (VDT) to work with
localities in crafting these regulations, which the Commissioners
agreed to do.

Commissioner Bennett-Parker provided an update to the Commission
that the bill HB1931 was signed into law by Governor Northam. This
is a bill that expands and increases the ability of members of public
bodies to be able to participate electronically when there is a physical
quorum. It authorizes a public body to conduct through electronic
communication means a meeting for which, on or before the day of
the meeting, a member of the public body holding the meeting notifies
the chair that such member is unable to attend the meeting due to a
family member's medical condition that requires the member to
provide care for such family member, thereby preventing the
member's physical attendance. The bill also clarifies that participation
in an electronic meeting by a member of a public body due to the
inability to attend because of a personal matter is limited each
calendar year to two such meetings, which is current law, or 25
percent of the meetings held that calendar year rounded up to the
next whole number, whichever is greater*.
ADOPTION OF MINUTES

Commissioner Gross moved approval of the Commission meeting
minutes of January 28, 2021. The motion was seconded by
Commissioner Bailey and carried unanimously.

ADJOURNMENT

Chairman Tarter adjourned the meeting at 9:19 p.m.

Respectfully submitted:

Approved by:

Robert W. Lazaro, Jr.
Executive Director

P. David Tarter
Chairman

*

https://openstates.org/va/bills/2021/HB1931/

