Chapter III
Current Plans
To provide for predictability and orderly development, Fairfax County adopts various
transportation plans. These plans contribute to the stability of a residential area, and provide
guidance to County officials deliberating current land use preservation and proposed changes.
This section outlines these plans pertinent to the Hunter Mill Road corridor.
Roadway Plans
The 7.2-mile stretch of Hunter Mill Road has been designated by the County as a Minor
Arterial. Accordingly, its primary purpose is to serve through traffic volumes, no doubt in a
general north/south direction. Its secondary purpose is to provide a connection to crossing
collector roads which, in turn, connect to the predominantly residential abutting land uses.
However, it is important to note that, as a road established over 100 years ago, its previous
primary function was to serve the adjacent landowners, or what would be classified today as a
residential, or local, street. Hunter Mill Road today continues to serve adjacent residential
properties, despite its minor arterial designation.
These differences in actual versus designated roadway function perhaps also explain the
changes in adopted roadway lanes designation. The corridor is designated to be two (2) lanes
with the exception of the 4-lane section designations between Dulles Toll Road and Sunrise
Valley Road, and Mystic Meadow Way and Chain Bridge Road.
The discrepancies between actual and designated functional road use, 2-lane versus 4lane, and the previously referenced sporadic changes between 50 and 100 feet right-of-way all,
no doubt, contribute to the ongoing discussions between residents desiring to preserve the
corridor, and other interests desiring to enhance its arterial purposes.
The previously referenced more recent Commonwealth designations of the corridor as a
Virginia Byway and being eligible for nomination to the Virginia and National registers further
strengthen the argument for preserving the corridor in its current natural state.
Trails
Figures 9 and 10 summarize the Hunter Mill Road corridor elements included in the
County’s Trails Plan. Of significant importance in evaluating the most appropriate purpose of
the corridor is the fact that the entire corridor is designated as both an on-road (bicycle) trail, and
an off-road (recreational bicycling and pedestrian) trail.
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/comprehensiveplan/maps/trailsplanmap.pdf
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Another truly unique characteristic of the corridor is the more than 50 equestrian facilities
– mostly private residences – located in the corridor. This certainly is one of the largest
concentrations of horse activities in Virginia. The long history of equestrian activity is indicated
by the numerous sections of horse trails throughout the corridor, also shown in Figures 9 and 10.

The importance of trails in the corridor is best demonstrated by the vital role the W&OD
Trail plays. Situated in the geographic center of the corridor, this multi-regional facility serves 2
million pedestrians, cyclists, and horse riders each year. The north/ south County trails plan
creates a vital intersect with the east/west W&OD Trail. The importance of ensuring a safe and
efficient connection of these two (2) paths is clear.
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